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(2) If, as a result of this evaluation, it 
is determined that an economically 
feasible substitute substance or alter-
native technology is available, the con-
tracting officer shall modify the con-
tract to require the use of the sub-
stitute substance or alternative tech-
nology. 

(3) If a substitute substance or alter-
native technology is not available, a 
written determination shall be made to 
that effect at a level no lower than a 
general or flag officer or member of the 
Senior Executive Service of the requir-
ing activity. 

211.272 Alternate preservation, pack-
aging, and packing. 

Use the provision at 252.211–7004, Al-
ternate Preservation, Packaging, and 
Packing, in solicitations which include 
military preservation, packaging, or 
packing specifications when it is fea-
sible to evaluate and award using com-
mercial or industrial preservation, 
packaging, or packing. 

211.273 Substitutions for military or 
Federal specifications and stand-
ards. 

211.273–1 Definition. 

SPI process, as used in this section, is 
defined in the clause at 252.211–7005, 
Substitutions for Military or Federal 
Specifications and Standards. 

[62 FR 44224, Aug. 20, 1997] 

211.273–2 Policy. 

(a) Under the Single Process Initia-
tive (SPI), DoD accepts SPI processes 
in lieu of specific military or Federal 
specifications or standards that specify 
a management or manufacturing proc-
ess. 

(b) DoD acceptance of an SPI process 
follows the decision of a Management 
Council, which includes representa-
tives of the contractor, the Defense 
Contract Management Agency, the De-
fense Contract Audit Agency, and the 
military departments. 

(c) In procurements of previously de-
veloped items, SPI processes that pre-
viously were accepted by the Manage-
ment Council shall be considered valid 
replacements for military or Federal 
specifications or standards, absent a 

specific determination to the contrary 
(see 211.273–3(c)). 

[62 FR 44224, Aug. 20, 1997, as amended at 64 
FR 14399, Mar. 25, 1999; 65 FR 52952, Aug. 31, 
2000] 

211.273–3 Procedures. 

(a) Solicitations for previously devel-
oped items shall encourage offerors to 
identify SPI processes for use in lieu of 
military or Federal specifications and 
standards cited in the solicitation. Use 
of the clause at 252.211–7005 satisfies 
this requirement. 

(b) Contracting officers shall ensure 
that— 

(1) Concurrence of the requiring ac-
tivity is obtained for any proposed sub-
stitutions prior to contract award; 

(2) Any necessary additional informa-
tion regarding the SPI process identi-
fied in the proposal is obtained from 
the cognizant administrative con-
tracting officer; and 

(3) In competitive procurements, pro-
spective offerors are provided the op-
portunity to obtain verification that 
an SPI process is an acceptable re-
placement for a military or Federal 
specification or standard for the par-
ticular procurement prior to the date 
specified for receipt of offers. 

(c) Any determination that an SPI 
process is not acceptable for a specific 
procurement shall be made prior to 
contract award at the head of the con-
tracting activity or program executive 
officer level. This authority may not be 
delegated. 

[64 FR 14399, Mar. 25, 1999] 

211.273–4 Contract clause. 

Use the clause at 252.211–7005, Substi-
tutions for Military or Federal Speci-
fications and Standards, in solicita-
tions and contracts exceeding the 
micro-purchase threshold, when pro-
curing previously developed items. 

[62 FR 44224, Aug. 20, 1997] 

211.274 Item identification and valu-
ation. 

211.274–1 General. 

Unique item identification and valu-
ation is a system of marking and val-
uing items delivered to DoD that will 
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